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This issue commemorates the 20th anniversary of the 
club. Enclosed we welcome back Phil and look at his 
wagon restoration plus get a wrap up of last years GM 
Owners Day, a run down on the Busselton motorfest, a 
garage scene from Madam Pres re the make over of 
Bessie, plus plenty of pictures!
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Welcome to the first newsletter for 2011.  I trust that all members had a safe and enjoyable 

Christmas and New Year break?  I'm sure you will join me when I say that our thoughts and 

prayers go to those Aussies on both the east and west coast that suffered loss and tragedy with 

the floods, fires and cyclones.  I am lead to believe that there have been many classic old cars lost 

as well.

Before I get into my usual rant and rave, I ought to correct something from last issue.  I 

mentioned in my last column that club member Phil Hutton was the man responsible for the 

reproduction panels.  This was incorrect, as it is Paul Harrison from Harrison's Early Spares.  

You can see where I got my wires crossed, PH vs. PH.  My apologies to Phil for the miss print.

For those members unaware, our PH, Phil Hutton makes the rack and pinion front ends, as used 

by John in his award winning panel van and now Simon Day's blue ute.  So if you are after a 

cheaper alternative to the Waddington's front end, give Phil a call, he can supply, install and give 

you an unbelievable turning circle!

It's now a few months since the dust has settled on the Bi Annual GM Owners Day jointly hosted 

by the Holden Car Club and the Chevy Car Club.  I am pleased to report that two club members 

received trophies from the organisers.  The first was to Bob Hurrell and his immaculate sedan (I 

think Garth may have snaffled it) and John Nolan for his flawless 1970 Coupe.  The former was 

runner up for best sedan whilst the latter got top Monaro.  (John has his Monaro on our club 

rego, therefore displayed with us) Congratulations to both for a great effort.

As per the last three GM Days, the club ran a vote count for people's choice.  This time there was 

a hung decision for the modified (thankfully we didn't need Rob 'Should-be-shot' and his band of 

merry men to take sides) and a 1 vote result for the stock.  Congrats to Committee member 

Mitchell Rando and John Nolan for sharing the modified whilst Ray Forster collected the stock 

prize.  

Our display did have some thought put into it as we had a great location on the oval with the 

turnout of 22 gorgeous EH Holdens, (check out the centre spread for some photos) which meant 

that we were the third biggest display behind the A9X and Torana clubs.  Gee there were a lot of 

them!  It was also pleasing to see that some members put an effort into their display, with a 

special mention to Glenice and her period collectables.  However I'm still miffed re the reluctance 

to opening bonnets as this is the heart and soul of our cars!  

Foundation member John Brown made effort to bring his immaculate utility to the show; 

however the ignition keys remained in Wickepin!  Thankfully our club mechanics were on hand 

to assist with getting the low millage ute into the display.  Not too sure where MOB learnt to 

hotwire cars and I think that this is a question best left unasked.

Back onto the ASR for a minute, John has secured a good rate for fully enclosed/ fully insured 

transport to the east.  At this stage there are six confirmed vehicles being trucked over.  So if you 

are heading east and wish to transport your car, you need to contact me ASAP if you wish to get 

the benefits of a group booking.

Pres’s pen



Good news has been heard from club stalwart Phil Elliot who is doing well on the health front to 

the point where he and his wagon made an appearance at the Christmas Party at Garvey Park.

Congratulations must also go to newlyweds Mr and Mrs Mulcahy, who tied the knot in 

November.  I believe that they were the test case for the EH Limo as well.  Congratulations also to 

Martin Caporn and his wife Wendy for their new arrival, a baby boy.

Congratulations also to Larry Ilgen for collecting a prize at the inaugural MS car show held also 

at Blue Steel Oval.  I think that the club should make an effort this year for this

I would like to thank those members who came to the spare parts sale and handed over some 

cash to the club. The left over gear will be opened up to the public for sale and all proceeds will go 

back into the club. Many thanks to Mark Cole for getting the spare parts from rare spares and to 

Ray Westgarth for storing the gear for us.

We have received our new Club Banners and they look wonderful. We had a test run with them at 

a recent multi club fundraising event that ended up at Langley Park and we certainly stood out 

from the crowd.

Just a reminder that Club Membership will be up at the end of March. You should receive your 

renewal forms very soon in the mail. All Concessional Vehicles must be promptly paid to the club 

by the end of March.

 

The club web page still attracts plenty of attention and I'm informed that the Classifieds page is 

working well.  Membership continues to grow at a steady rate and I look forward to meeting our 

new members and seeing their car(s) on a run soon.

Well that's enough from me, i trust you enjoy the rest of the newsletter and I'll see you on a run 

soon!!

Madam Prez
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Phil & Jason

The rebuild, plenty of fine touches



We have had, Bessie, the Roebuck Pearl Premier wagon for over five years now and apart from the 

'usual' things that after purchasing a plus 40 yr old vehicle you fix/replace, such as gearbox 

(who doesn't love that 'high performance Hydra-Matic), kingpins, shock absorbers, radiator, 

gaskets, fuel sender unit, tyres and brakes, I have driven it to almost every outing.

Sure my Bessie is not a stunner, especially when she sits alongside the trailer queens, but she 

does turn a few heads.  Who could not stop and have a look at a one colour Perth built Premier 

wagon adorned with NASCO accessories and a regal red interior?

So how did we come by Bessie?  John was working in the PNG highlands when he received an e-

mail from a couple in Geraldton.  So after the mandatory to and fro correspondence, we decided 

to drive up and have a look.

Deal done and the cargo area full of spares we headed back to Perth, with only one mishap of 

running out of fuel, along the way.  A disappointing observation was that out of the 100 or so 

vehicles that past us whilts we were on the side of the road, not one stopped to assist.  Whereas 

when we broke down near Busselton during the ASR three cars stopped to lend assistance. 

As I have described above, the car is not perfect.  In fact during 1977 the 'tired' 179 was 

exchanged for a 186 by one of the many engine exchange places in Perth.

Reading through the file I got from the last owner suggests, that the vehicle 'underwent a 

professional restoration' in 1996.  It appears that a previous owner didn't like the gorgeous 

Roebuck Pearl and decided to paint it red.

After the 'restoration' the vehicle spent 10 years in a leaky shed under some blankets before 

relocating to the dryer climate of Geraldton.

Both John and I discussed doing our own restoration, but we decided to keep the vehicle as is 

primarily as many members refuse to bring their cars out on club runs, as they fear that their car 

is not as good as other members.  Therefore we thought was that if the President of the club could 

own and drive a car with blemishes, and then the not good enough excuse has been quashed.

So what has changed? Well after attending our ASR in 2009 and chatting with those entrants 

that made the trek across the country, we decided that in 2011 we would take Bessie to Canberra 

then casually drive back across the Nullarbor.

But before we do that, it was time for a makeover.  So in December last year, we decided on a 

quick tidy up drop in the new engine (John obtained n HP long motor from Queensland) and we 

should be right.

A year on and Bessie is undergoing a full restoration complete with a mix of New Old Stock (NOS) 

panels and the long awaited remade Taiwanese panels.  The latter has been on order for 6 

months.

The car was sent off to have the paint removed using a combination of soda blasting and diamond 

blasting.  The latter is a newly developed technique that doesn't use garnet and therefore doesn't 

damage any panel work whilst removing any filler and rust.  The added advantage of using this 

method is that the car is also free from grit.

BESSIE



Unfortunately my Bessie didn't look the best once the makeup was removed. The so called 

professional restoration was more like Dr Frankenstein's work.

The guards were a patch work of pieces all stitched together with school boy style arc welding.  

Three out of the four doors had half skins held on with rivets at 1cm intervals under the trim line 

and the RHR was from an EJ wagon.

The roof needs to be cut off and replaced with one that actually contains steel and not bronze; 

therefore the hunt for a donor car is on.  To date we haven't had much luck so a wider search 

needs to be done.

The upper and lower tailgates have been replaced with better ones, as has the RH rear quarter 

panel with a NOS one.

It would be easier to get another wagon shell and use that, but as Bessie has a great floor pan and 

is structurally sound, we will build on these foundations.

The car has been primed using the latest epoxy primer that will protect the car for a very long 

time.  I have been informed my panel beater that the only down side is not only cost per litre, but 

it is 'as hard as nails' and therefore rubbing back takes some effort.

So Bessie is still a rolling shell and with just under three months to go before ASR 2011 we have a 

big job ahead of us.  I'm not taking any bets, but I hope to have her ready for a test drive on April 
st1  
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 BSN SHOW

Warrens Award Winning Ute

New member Matt Gordons Sedan



 NEWS







The Winners

Ray with Garth

Bob

John
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March

Sunday 20th 

Classic Car Show - Whiteman Park

The Council of Motoring Clubs of  WA are putting on the ever popular Classic Car Show.  

This event is a mandatory event for the Concession 404 cars and we would like to have as many  cars there as possible.  
You need to confirm your entry NOW in order to receive your entry form.

The club will have the marques and BBQ for members use.  BYO chairs, drinks & food

Call Vera Nolan on 0413 995 901 to confirm.

April

Sunday 10th 

All Australian Car Day V

This event is also a mandatory event for the Concession 404 cars and the club is committed to the full range of models 
i.e. utes, panel vans, wagons and sedans.. 

Call Vera Nolan on 0413 995 901 to confirm

May

Sunday 15th 

National Motoring Heritage Day

Call Vera Nolan on 0413 995 901 for more info

June

Sunday 26th 

AGM - Concession 404

Plans are underway for a great day out, more information closer to the date. BUT MARK this date in your calendar as I 

would like to see more than 5 cars this time!.

Vehicle inspections from 10:00, then there will be a free sausage sizzle and softies while having a chinwag from 12 

noon.  The AGM will commence at 2.00 pm and all positions are up for election.

The venue is the Veteran Car Club rooms situated 265 Hale Road, Wattle Grove. UBD page no.292 grid ref. A15.

Members with concessionally licenced vehicles are reminded that the examination will also be on this day.  Now is 

the time to ensure that all vehicles are roadworthy and comply with all concessional licence requirements.  All 

members who had work requirements from last year are reminded that all such items must have been addressed or the 

vehicle WILL NOT be passed.  

There is now a cost of $20 for the inspection.

CAR -LENDAR
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