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Welcome to the first newsletter for 2009.  I trust that all members had an enjoyable 
and safe Christmas and New Year!  I do hope that 2009 will not be as bad as the 
doomsayers in the West Australian keep telling us it will be.

I am looking forward to meeting the new club members that have come on board in 
the past few months and I hope to see you on some club runs during the year. 

This will be a very busy first quarter as we have the ASR in Busselton over Easter. 
News from Neil is that there are 89 Adults and 21 Children, so far paid up and ready 
to have a great time.  For those members that are yet to nominate time is running out 
and you need to contact Neil to register.

This will be a great event for the EH Holden Car Club of WA as it is the first time this 
event has been held west of the Rabbit Proof Fence!  I was fortunate enough to be 
given a sneak peek at the trophies and they are something else.

Easter Sunday is the ever popular Waroona All Aussie Car show and I trust that we 
can go one better this year with numbers at the event.  This could be a good run for 
those not attending the ASR.

The latter part of 2008 was the Bi annual GM Owners' Day and I am pleased to report 
that we had 24 vehicles on display.  We had a great location and a huge space. A big 
thanks to those that helped on the day and congratulations to Emma Taylor and 
Keith Dickson for collecting the club's show n shine awards for best original and best 
modified.

Our club Christmas get together was once again held at Garvey Park and a low key 
affair.  This year we wouldn't have known if it rained as the Club Scribe kept most of 
us merry with his home brew fire water! AKA 'Three thumbs Up' Whiskey

News from the mail box is that our Rare Spares banner fund is now at $3075 which is 
a big jump, which has got me to thinking that one or more members have some 
projects on the go. 

The family and I went to Albany for the Australia Day long weekend with the Monaro 
Car Club of WA. We had a wonderful time and whilst there I managed to meet with 
EH Club Member Bill Larson and his wife Jill. We had a look in his shed and had a 
peek at his lovely girls. 

A big thanks must go to Simon Day who has taken over the management of the club 
webpage so keep an eye on it for updates.

The events committee have been hard at it organizing some runs for Q1 2009, i trust 
that these will be well supported.

Lastly, if you have an email address please forward to me 

Yours in EH's

Vera

president@ehcarclubwa.org.au

Pres’s pen
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Over the past few weeks I have been reading the early newsletters and I must take my 
hat off to the editor back then as he put a lot of effort into each one of them.  I have 
reproduced the club news from issue 2 for your perusal.  I am sure that you will find 
it interesting reading.

The ASR is just around the corner and it appears that the infection the world got from 
the yanks, ie the credit crunch, has affected the numbers some what.  At last count 
the number of cars was WA-18, VIC-12, NSW-9, SA-5, ACT-2, QLD-2, TAS-0 which 
gives over 100 entrants, so it should be a good bash.

The Scribe has been busy drumming up some financial support for the club; those 
businesses that have parted with some cash are listed on the New Back page.  Their 
support is appreciated.

The first two months of 2009 have been Run Free so we will have to see what the 
Social committee has install for the next 4 months before hibernation takes over, but 
a trip to the drives and a peek in a shed may be in order

On the oops front, a former vehicle examiner with the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure (DPI) has told the Corruption and Crime Commission he regrets 
licensing cars without carrying out the correct inspections

He is one of five vehicle inspectors who were stood down by the DPI in December last 
year; he has admitted licensing some cars without seeing them.

With the credit crunch well and truly here there appears to be more EH Holdens for 
sale than I can recall for a long while.  A quick look at carsales.com.au sees 40 
vehicles for sale with 11 over $20,000 and 13 between $10,000 and $20,000.  The 
max price is $55,000.  That is getting into Muscle Car territory!

Whilst visiting AutoTrans late last year I spied an EH ute tucked under a carport.  As 
it turns out it was heading up to Gidgegannup and into Matt Warnock's shed.  If the 
'barn find' turns out to be a winner then I gather that will end up there as well!

It appears that none of our members that were contacted re having their car in the 
Ernie Dingo film shot in Perth, rolled up.  The Holden Car Club jumped at the chance 
and got plenty of press for it. 

Our friend from across the Rabbit Proof Fence, Peter Smol got one of his lovely gals in 
the local rag (Herald Sun) on Australia Day with, in my opinion, the better looking of 

the Minogue sisters holding up an 
Aussie flag whilst in her cozy. I wonder 
which one has the most amount of 
plastic?

Lastly it was great to finally see Ken 
Golding's standout modified wagon.  I 
must admit that it took me three goes to 
catch all of the modifications and the 
attention to detail was second 
to none.  Ken that car is worthy 
of a gig in any car magazine in 
Australia.

THE Goss



Gday Vera, 

Brett the secretary was asking me about my plastic seat covers for my ute. Would 
you mind passing this onto him.

I rummaged through all of my receipts and come up with a name and number for him 
of the mob who did the plastic seat covers for my ute.  The receipt is dated 
1999, so I hope that they are still around in Melbourne. Details as follows: 

Supertrim (Original Retrims and Repairs)
43 Charles Street
North Coburg
Victoria 3058
PO Box 270
Batman 
Victoria 3058
Ph; 03)9354 1275
Fax; 03) 9354 0455 

The only extra advice I can give him is to ask for the tie ons to be blank with no 
writing on them.  For some reason mine came with the manufactures name all over 
them which was the only minor criticism I had otherwise the quality was 
excellent.
Good luck. Hope this helps him out.

Kind regards

Hi my name is Clint I have recently purchased an EJ Holden and was looking for a 
club or organisation that i could join. I can see that the club is for EH Holdens 
but are EJ owners accepted?  

I have looked at your events page but unfortunately cannot make the BBQ outing 
could you please tell me if you accept EJ's into the club and what the 
requirements are. I have noticed there is an inspection section part of the 
membership what is required there. My EJ has modifications but would really 
like to speak to like minded people regarding outings, next step restorations 
etc.  

Although i am also working on a 1978 Holden ute I am relatively new to this 
scene.  If there is an open day or similar that maybe i could attend i would be 
very interested.  Please do not hesitate to contact me by return.

On March 1, Perth will be introduced to a concept that gives the opportunity for 
private vehicle sellers and buyers to meet in one location, Perth Car Fair.

For those who wish to sell their car or motorbike, Perth Car Fair is the place to 
expose their vehicles to a variety of potential buyers for an entry fee. 

And for the ones who wish to buy, visiting the car fair will be the way to save 
precious time when seeking the right deal.

Both will meet at one location, Gloucester Park, to display and/or 
browse every Sunday morning.

Contact:
Caius Ghinescu
0430 122 736

Martin Caporn

The club gets heaps of mail and we have published just some.  All mail received by the club is 
answered.  The club does not necessarily endorse point of views expressed in these letters.  If you 

would like to publish your letter or opinions in this newsletter please send in your mail.
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March

Classic Car Show - Whiteman Park

Sunday 15th
The Auto One Classic Car show is the biggest outdoor classic vehicle display in 
Western Australia, featuring more than 1,000 classic cars from nearly 70 car clubs. 
Presented by The Council of Motoring Clubs of Western Australia, this is a day not to 
be missed by any motor vehicle enthusiast.

This year's theme sees owners dressing up to match the era of their vehicles make, 
complete with a fashion show of their costumes! 

This is a mandatory event for Concession 404 vehicles
Contact Vera on 9409 2762 before 10th March for entry ticket or

You won’t get into the event!!!

April

EJ/EH Holden All State Run - Busselton

Easter 9th - 13th
If you haven’t nominated by now, it’s not too late to join the show n shine on 
Saturday.  You must be in place by 09:30.  This will be one of the biggest gatherings 
of EJ / EH Holdens ever seen in WA.

Enquiries Neil 0407 545 830

All Australian Car Day V - Waroona 

Easter Sunday 12th
Come down to see a huge display of classic Australian built cars from Ford, Holden, 
Chrysler, Leyland and other smaller manufacturers at this free day out which offers 
something for everyone.

Children`s entertainment includes rides, games, face painting and a bouncy castle. 
You also have the opportunity to taste the best of Western Australian wine, cheese 
and gourmet produce in a special expo.

This is a mandatory event for Concession 404 vehicles not attending ASR
Enquiries Brett on 9304 7424

May

National Motoring Heritage Day

Sunday 17th
Plans are underway for a great day out again this year, so put this in your diary.  
More information will follow.

This is a mandatory event for Concession 404 vehicles
Enquiries Vera 0413 995 901

CAR -LENDAR
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CLUB STUFF

EH Holden – 42 Years 

E.H. Holden Car Club of Western Australia Inc
Po Box 751

South Perth W.A. 6951
e-mail : waehclub@iinet.net.au

www.members.iinet.net.au/~waehclub

FOR SALE

EH Club Merchandise

* Pens.
* Belt buckles.
* Polo shirts. (New style- see picture)
* Calendars (Vic Car Club).
* 40th Anniversary posters (A3: 420 x 297)
* Number plates
* Front Covers (A3 420 x 297)
* Rear Covers (A1 841 x 594)

Call (Treasurer) Phil on 9390 5626

One off Collectable stuff

The following items would look great 
hanging in the pool room or the work 
shop, not to mention next to the wedding 
photo!

* Front covers A3 size for $25* 

* Back covers A1 size for $60*

* 40th Anniversary A3 size for $15*

* plus postpak & postage

Does your favourite girl have those dull 
and boring standard issue DPI plates?  

Why not dress her up with a set of club 
plates?

Plenty of numbers still available like 215, 
225 etc...

A bargain at $250

Call (Treasurer) Phil on 9390 5626
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FOR SALE

HOLDEN EH restored $10,000. Klmsct. 0407-
959-895

HOLDEN EH generators, (2), 1 new $200 pr. 
Klmsct. 0417-184-486 or 9495-1371

RIMS & TYRES (2) Holden EJ/EH 13" $15 ea, 
Cngtn. 0401-606-855 or 0408-058-228

HOLDEN EH wagon, unlic, suit restoration 
$1900 ono. Mndrh. 0422-396-058

HOLDEN EH 1963, wagon, Special, 99.9% 
repaired $1800 ono. E Cngtn. 0405-034-351

HOLDEN EH, (2) 350 Holley, red motor 
manifold, chrome air cleaner, vgc $240 the lot. 
Gldn By. 9537-3917

HOLDEN EH sedan, unlic, suit restoration, 
complete $5500 ono. Mdlnd. after 6pm 
9577-1396 or 9274-1239

HOLDEN EH 1964, wagon, recond brakes, new 
clutch & timing, near new tyres, lic, drives OK, 
needs paint job, must sell $3800. Gldn By. 
0424-975-841

HOLDEN EH Special, 1965, 179 motor, 3 spd 
column, spats, lowered, whitewall tyres, 
flames, presents well, gd cond $8500 ono. 
Mndrh. 0418-949-639

HOLDEN EH Premier, sedan, lic, reliable, 
everyday driver, has HR discs, mags, needs 
paint & tidy up, incl some spares $8200. 
Wlspl. 0406-684-412

HOLDEN EH sedan body, suit rod or restore, gd 
floors & sub frame, striped, no running gear, 
will not separate $700 ono, also HQ bonnet, 
excel cond $500, grey motor, for rebuild or 
parts $200. Gidgnup. 9574-6868

HOLDEN EH Special, all prices ono, front & rear 
w creens $100 pr, front bumper c/w over riders 
$120, dashboard instruments & fittings $100, 
brake drums $20 ea, dr parts, glass, winders & 
locks $40 lot, w/screen wiper motor $40, 
headlamp & rim $40. Gsbry H. ph Geoff after 
6pm 0409-107-620 or 9293-4239

Classifieds
FOR SALE

186 Engine Block  :standard bore size, 
chemically cleaned, (suit recon) $100 
2 only  13''x 7''  H.R./E.H. Rims , Sandblasted 
+painted $75
Set of 6 Hypatec Pistons (new in box) +rings for 
202  holden, 3.625'' std size $100
Also good used E.H. clutch kit, speedo cable, 
assorted side mouldings .
R.H. front ,R.H rear, door shells (need work)  .
driveshaft yoke - - connects supra gearbox to 
holden 6 driveshaft $35
E.H.windscreen (some scratches) $20 
Brake Pads:new old stock - -fit the H.R. Discs. 
$40 the set.

Club Member Barry :
9438 2496 or 0402 357985

WANTED
FC Holden ute in good condition +NOS parts

Club Member Ken : 97212047

HOLDEN EH panelvan, 1964, no windows, 
186 Holley, extractors, lots of chrome, 4 spd 
floor shift, HR front end disk brakes, 95% 
rust free, new Voodoo blue duco, rechromed 
bumper, excel panels, new black interior, 15" 
mags, low profile tyres $12,700 ono. Mdgtn. 
0403-122-650 

If you have something to sell, or are after that hard-to-find bit, 
contact John Nolan with the details.  Club classifieds are free 

for anyone with something “Holdenesque” to buy or sell.  
Please note that “Wanted” requests will generally be accepted 

for Club members only.
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The last few months of 2008 saw the club attend just two events, the ever popular bi 
annual GMOD and the not so popular Christmas picnic.

GMOD 2008

After many hours on the phone and plenty of e-mails the Prez got 24 cars together for 
the display.  The plan was to have a showing of each model for both modified and 
stock and set out in an orderly fashion.

The day came and the area that the club got was larger than in previous years.  Cars 
trickled through the gate and we were worried that the promised 30+ would not 
eventuate as by 8:45 there were only 15 cars.  But true to the nature of the club never 
being on time for anything the rest got into place just before 09:00.

Final count was 9 sedans, 8 wagons, 6 utes and 1 Panel vans.

The marques were erected, the BBQs setup and the deck chairs placed in readiness 
for the 7 hours at the show.  Thanks to Mitch OB for bring the club gear.  I must say 
that without him this club would be stuffed.

Special thanks goes to the member's partners (Gail & Ashley) who assisted the Prez 
on the day with balloons, general setup, raffles  and a much needed latte.

The weather gods were not as kind to us as in previous years as there were several 
annoying rain showers throughout the day.  I suspect that the unusual November 
weather was due to daylight saving.

With the rain showers everyone ducked for cover either in cars or under the 
marquee.  This gave some a chance to get up close and personal.

As with the last GMOD the club had a 
people's choice award for best stock and 
best modified.  The kids in attendance 
were given the task to harass the general 
public for their vote.  Both Emma Taylor 
and Keith Dickson were clear winners on 
the day.

No members got a gong from the GMOD event as most were snaffled by cars with 
plenty of bling!

Christmas Picnic 2008

Garvey Park was once again the venue for the Club Christmas Picnic.  This year the 
weather was spot on but only 8 cars rolled up.  The scribe had brought some of his 
moonshine for a taste test and it is only now 20/20 vision has returned.  

Santa and his helpers dropped by to lift everyone's sugar count and take away the 
taste of the 'Three Thumbs Up' whiskey.

Garvey Park is a great location as there are plenty of things there to keep 
the kids occupied.

The day came to close and Christmas wishes were exchanged and some of 
us had to be driven home!

Run report
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Chrisy piccies
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Ken Golding Brett Wahlert Josh King Keith Dickson

Ricki BrownMartin Caporn Ray Brown

Emma Taylor Matt Warnock Vern HowellNeil Butler

Drew Doncon
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The car you are gazing upon here, probably in total disbelief, would have been the 
1965 Holden.  It was the last car to be styled by the Aussie guard, before the Detroit 
influence overwhelmed the locals.  Alf Payze was the head stylist and he had already 
notched up a few successful designs, beginning with the FE.  Have a good look at the 
pics on the next page.  The theme is still FE - square, hard edges, a boxy look.  

So why did this car - which was to have been called the EF - never see production?  
The explanation goes back to 1960.

Sometime during that particular year a bloke named Joe Schemansky, one of the 
senior GM styling men, who can personally take credit for styling the '59 Pontiac, 
was strolling through a studio.  All kinds if clay models were around the place, many 
of them covered.  These weren't just models of future Yank tanks, but had been sent 
from the various GM subsidiaries around the world.

One shape tool Schemansky's attention.  Without even lifting the cover, he knew it 
was something strange and probably quite ugly.  He lifted the cover.  Then he turned 
to his colleague and said “this must be the Holden.” Both men agreed that the car 
must not happen.

So they called in the styling superboss, Bill Mitchell, who agreed that the car looked 
awful.  And what car was it?  Well, according to Schemansky, it was to be the facelift 
of the EJ, to be known as the EH.  “Compared wit the US cars and the cars 
throughout the rest of the world” he says “this Australian EH was just out of tune.  It 
didn't fit, it was out of step.”

Probably at this time Alf Payze and his Australian team were thinking very hard 
about the next generation Holden, the one that would take over from the EJ/EH 
shape.  Quite often the new shape is almost finalised, before the facelift of the 
previous model is done - simply because it takes so long to organize tooling for a new 
car.  It's difficult to be certain, but it seems likely that the first drawings of what was 
to be the EF were made before work began on the facelift to the EJ.

Anyway, the Americans weren't about to let GMH put their version of the EH on the 
market because it looked so crook.  So they got to work trying to fix it up.  GMH boss, 
David Hegland, told them it was too late to make sheet metal changes, but there was 
scope for reworking the front and rear styling and maybe the roofline and some other 
details.

A team of American stylists was given the crash job.  Schemansky himself was a 
senior member, but he insists it was very much a group effort. Schemansky says that 
there was no chance of making a really nice looking car.  “The best we could do was 
save it from being a disaster.”

They were never all that proud of the result, even though a generation of Aussies 
have come to know and love the EH.  It's probably the best loved car ever 
manufactured in this country.

No longer were the Yanks going to let OZ stylists do their own thing and then submit 
a clay model when it was already too late to change much.  The decision 
was taken to style the next Holden in the US and again, it was a team effort.  
Without any ceremony, the proposed EF was given the bum's rush and 
work began during 1961 on what was to become the HD.

Reproduced in part from Street Machine 1985

EF Holden



Troy Cassar-Daley

The EH Holden is a classic car for Troy and it's the only sort of car he has ever owned.  
It all started when he was living in Lismore NSW and started university.

His uncle had an EH hidden in his shed and Troy walked past not knowing one 
Holden from another.  “He sold it to me that weekend for $1000” Troy said

Nicknaming the car Bessie, the biggest problem was a faulty fuel gauge that often left 
Troy in the middle of nowhere with the car spluttering.  The car met its end 
in a head-on collision on the town's bridge.  “I was so sad to see it go,” Troy 
recalled.  I nearly cried when it was put up on the tow truck.  It was one of 
those blind corners; the policeman couldn't blame anyone for the crash.”

My First car



Nowadays, everyone is familiar with the drive-in, but in the late 1950s, when the 
concept was still new, it was thought necessary to educate potential customers 
about what to expect. The Mayfair Drive-in, designed by Kenneth Broadhurst for 
Goldfields Pictures in Glen Iris, a suburb of Bunbury in the south-west of Western 
Australia, opened on 9 December 1958, with . The public 
was invited to ̀ Come as you are in the family car'. 

The Western Australian public took the drive-in immediately to their hearts, so 
much so that, if you are of 'a certain age', you will remember the drive-in vividly, as a 
life-shaping experience. You first attended with your family: mother and father 
dressed neatly but casually - it was not a 'dress-up' occasion like a visit to the hard-
top cinema - and the children bathed and dressed in nightclothes. You would arrive 
well before dark, with a picnic tea in a basket: the food would rapidly disappear as 
you ran back and forth between the spot the family had marked as its own (by a rug 
on the ground or a tablecloth on the picnic tables) and the children's playground, 
just below the screen. There, others similarly dressed in pyjamas (nightdresses were 
not warm enough - or maybe not respectable enough for such games) and dressing-
gowns were scrambling about on the swings and slides. You met your friends from 
school or made new ones for the duration of the evening, while your parents gathered 
with other parents for a gossip or a drink, occasionally bringing to heel a particularly 
noisy child or one that seemed in some physical danger (these were the days of 
unprotected swings and no soft landings at the foot of the slides).

As darkness fell, the picnic would be packed up, the children taken to the toilet 
(whether they 'wanted to' or not) and then stowed in the back seat, while Mum and 
Dad settled into the front. The window would be wound down so that the speaker 
could be taken from its stand beside the driver's seat and hooked over the top of the 
window, which was then wound up as far as possible, to keep out draughts (though it 
never kept out mosquitoes). Then the entertainment would begin. There would be a 
full programme - a newsreel, at least one cartoon (which the children would be 
allowed to watch), then they would be firmly told to lie down and go to sleep while the 
feature film/s held the adults' attention, perhaps even so enthralled that they would 
not notice the several pairs of eyes silently peeping from behind them. By the time the 
programme was finished, the children would be sprawled asleep in layers on the 
back seat. The window would be wound down to replace the speaker: or - on far too 
many occasions for the management's satisfaction - forgotten, and wrenched out of 
its socket as the car drove away, till someone realised what had happened and the 
driver sheepishly backed up to replace the orphaned speaker on its hook.

It was not always sweetness and light, of course. The weather might turn nasty, so 
that your view of the screen was streaked with rain, or the screen itself swayed till the 
picture seemed seasick. It might be a night when the local lads indulged in a bit of 
hooliganism - brawling till separated and warned by the manager, kicking their 
football among the family picnics, or clambering up the screen scaffolding 
to 'brown-eye' over the top. 

The girl in the red velvet swing

WA Drive ins

P
O

 B
o

x 
2

1
5

9
 S

e
vi

lle
 G

ro
ve

 W
.A

. 
6

1
1

2



W
w

w
.e

h
c

a
rc

lu
b

w
a

.o
rg

.a
u

There would often be drunks, or perhaps a 'domestic' (it might even be your own 
parents). And the worst thing of all was the long, dark walk to the toilet, on your own 
or in the care of an equally terrified older sibling - parents could not be relied upon at 
these times, as they were likely to lose their temper with a child who interrupted their 
one pleasure for the week.

As you grew older, the charm of a family picnic faded, and if parents still wanted to go 
to the drive-in they were likely to bribe older children with a bought meal - a 
hamburger or chips from the café, Coke or potato crisps or a Violet Crumble. You 
were fully-dressed this time, and it was no longer so necessary to arrive early. If you 
were not interested in the film you might wander around looking for friends similarly 
on the prowl, though you were warned to stay among the ramps forward of the café - 
all sorts of things might happen to a girl who strayed into the nether regions...

Then you were independent of your parents - if they happened to be at the drive-in at 
the same time as you, you steered very clear and ignored them if you bumped into 
them in the café. You were now with a group of your friends - all piled into any car 
that was owned within the group, or in the sit-in area if none of you yet had wheels. In 
the early part of this phase, the girls would arrive together and the boys together, 
though that was not always how they left.

After some months or years, you would have paired off, and would arrive as a couple. 
If you were sharing a car with another couple you would discreetly disappear for a 
while, perhaps with a mutually-agreed signal for swapping over exclusive use of the 
car, or for swapping between the front and rear seats. But the goal was to have the 
whole car to yourself - there were so few private places for courting couples in the 
fifties and sixties, and even into the seventies! This was when you were likely to park 
on one of the rear ramps, where noise and movement within the car were less obvious 
to other patrons. But even then you might experience the embarrassment of a rap on 
the windows and a warning from the management.

Eventually, the cycle would begin again - with you now the young parents, juggling 
the needs of the children with your own desires for a 'night out'.

The reason that you need to be of a certain age to fully appreciate this story, or to 
recognise it (with individual variations) as your own, is that it lasted for quite a short 
time - from the late 1950s to perhaps 1980, depending on where you lived. The first 
conventional drive-in in Western Australia was the Highway, opened in suburban 
Bentley in October 1955, starting a boom in suburban drive-ins which saw a further 
eight operating by the end of the decade, and another nine opened in the 1960s: 
growth then slowed to only 5 more built in the 1970s and the last one in 1980. In the 
country areas, the first to open was the Oasis in Geraldton in 1957, and there were 
only three more built in the 1950s. The boom years in the country were the sixties, 
which saw 61 drive-ins opened, with growth then slowing to only six more built in the 
seventies and one in the eighties.

Towards the end of this cycle, drive-ins responded to declining fortunes (as hard-
tops had already done, just a few years earlier) with a variety of stratagems. One was 
to shift from family programming to appeal to a younger audience, screening maybe 
rock musicals or horror films, as by the seventies and eighties young 
people were more likely than in earlier decades to be driving their own cars, 
and so able to claim their own social space, away from the prying eyes of 
the older generation.



 As an increasing number of families owned two cars, one might be made available to 
the teenage children, but also car ownership was extending to younger and younger 
people. The language was shifting too: 'adolescents' (who were assumed to be 
difficult and rebellious, and in need of parental and social control) were 
metamorphosing into 'teenagers' (who were treated with increasing - if puzzled - 
tolerance, as their rights to independence were acknowledged). For instance, Peter 
Hughes remembers:

...going to the drive-in as a teenager for years after I would not have been seen dead 

there with the family. I went as part of a group, or with whichever young women I 

wanted to be alone with at the time. This rarely had anything to do with the movies but 

was either 'group time' or 'grope time.'

After the introduction of the 'R' certificate in 1972, some drive-ins shifted to 
exclusively 'R' programming, appealing to the adult (over 18) audience for 
exploitation films. Where the site and the audience were big enough, twinning the 
venue made it still possible to appeal to the family, as a 'General Exhibition' film 
could be presented on one screen while a teen flick or restricted exhibition film pulled 
in a different audience to the other screen. When these stratagies worked, they gave 
some drive-ins a stay of execution, but eventually most venues began to close off 
parts of the ramps, to open only in the summer, and finally to close altogether.

Hard-top closures had already begun in the 1960s, and some drive-ins also closed at 
this time. Most, however, survived the sixties and even the seventies, with the 
majority of drive-in closures (in both the suburbs and the country) happening in the 
early eighties. By the 1990s, only three suburban drive-ins continued to operate, 
and in 2003 only one remains - the Galaxy in Kingsley. In country areas, more kept 
functioning (even if only intermittently or seasonally) and some are even becoming 
popular again, but it is a long while since any drive-in was the centre of the social life 
of its suburb or country town. At the beginning of the 21st century, the nearest social 
space to that which the drive-in used to provide is probably the shopping mall.

Albany Central 70, Albany Orana, Albany Baronia, Armadale, Badgerin Rock, 
Beechboro, Belmont, Bencubbin, Bentley Park, Beverley, Bridgetown, Bruce Rock, 
Bunbury Mayfair, Bunbury Forrest, Busselton  OPEN, Cannington, Cannington 
Waverley, Carnamah, Carnarvon Broadlands, Carnarvon Riverside, Claremont, 
Collie, Corrigin, Cunderdin, Dalwallinu, Denmark, Dongara  OPEN, Dowerin, 
Esperance, Esperance Pink Lake, Exmouth, Floreat Park, Forrestfield, Geraldton, 
Geraldton Ozone, Gnowerangerup, Gwelup, Harvey, Hamersley, Hilton Park, 
Innaloo Metro, Innaloo Odin, Karratha, Kalgoorlie Twin City, Kalgoorlie Vieway, 
Katanning, Kingsley  OPEN, Kellerberrin, Kojonup, Kondinin, Koorda, Kulin, 
Kununoppin Lake Grace, Leinster  OPEN, Leonora, Maddington, Manjimup, 
Mandurah, Margaret River  OPEN, Marmion, Melville, Merridin, Midland, 
Mingenew, Moora, Morawa, Morley Park, Mt. Barker, Mt. Claremont, Mullewa, 
Mukinbudin, Narembeen, Narrogin, Norseman, Northam, Northhampton, Osborne 
Glenway, Osborne Odin, Perenjori, Pingelly, Port Hedland, Quairading, Riverton, 
Rockingham, Rolleystone, Southern Cross, Tammin, Three Springs, 
Trayning, Utakaraa, Wagin, Wanneroo, Wongan Hills, Wonthella, 
Wyalkatchem and York.  97 in total, 5 remain open
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Suppliers
The following suppliers have been recommended by club members.

The EH Holden Car Club of WA Inc says Caveat Emptor!

ALLIANCE RIM REPAIRS

64 Guthrie st Osborne Pk
Phone 

9242 8140

, 

 

** Mention the club **

OBSOLETE RUBBER MATS

Phone 
0412 941 799

AH (03) 9317 8725

CAR CHIEF COVERS

11 Duke St, Wannanup
Phone 

534 60119

Austnet Group 
Insurance Brokers 

Adam Roosendaal 

9473 8619
Phone 

RARE
PARTS

45 Welshpool Road, 
PH: 08.9470.1117 
Fax: 08.9470.4448

Jeff Clemens
Industrial Repairs

50 Preston St, Bunbury
Phone 

9721 9073

VINCI CHROME

87 Holder Way, Malaga
Phone 

248 42009
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Malaga Springs &
Suspension Centre

U1/6 Oxleigh Drive, Malaga
Phone 

9248 1130



Disclaimer. 
The EH Holden Car Club of Western Australia or its members 

are NOT responsible for the truth or accuracy of any 
articles or advertisements appearing in this news letter

COMMITTEE for 2008 - 2009

THE BOSS

Vera Nolan (08) 9409 2762
president@ehcarclubwa.org.au

LETTER OPENER
Brett Wahlert (08) 9304 7424

PURSE STRING HOLDER
Phil Elliott   (08) 9390 5626

NEWSLETTER GUY
John Nolan   (08) 9409 2762
editor@ehcarclubwa.org.au

COMMITTEE CHICKS
Emma Taylor

Glenice Tervaill
committee@ehcarclubwa.org.au

COMMITTEE DUDES
Ray Westgarth   (08) 9457 2444

Keith  Hope 0409 648 305

SPANNER LADS
(Concessional Licenses)

Mitch O’Brien
Gavin Mulcahy

VEHICLE REGISTRAR
Ray Westgarth   (08) 9457 2444

BACK PAGE
HOW TO CALL THE POLICE

HOW TO CALL THE POLICE WHEN YOU'RE 
OLD AND DON'T MOVE FAST ANYMORE. 

George Phillips of Gold Coast, Australia was 
going up to bed when his wife told him that 
he'd left the light on in the garden shed, 
which she could see from the bedroom 
window. 

George opened the back door to go turn off 
the light but saw that there were people in the 
shed stealing things. 

He phoned the police, who asked "Is someone 
in your house?" and he said "no". Then they 
said that all patrols were busy, and that he 
should simply lock his door and an officer 
would be along when available. George said, 
"Okay," hung up, counted to 30, and phoned 
the police again. 

"Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago 
because there were people stealing things 
from my shed. Well, you don't have to worry 
about them now because I've just shot them." 
Then he hung up. 

Within five minutes three police cars, an 
Armed Response Unit, and an ambulance 
showed up at the Phillips' residence and 
caught the burglars red-handed. 

One of the Policemen said to George: "I 
thought you said that you'd shot them!" 

George said, "I thought you said there was 
nobody available!" 

(True Story) I LOVE IT - Don't mess with old 
people!!



mag sponsors

E.H. Holden Car Club of Western Australia Inc
Po Box 2159

Seville Grove W.A. 6112
Fax (08) 9409 2900

The following companies have all supported the club magazine financially.  We 
thank them and would request that our members consider their services.

GT Hi Performance Automotive Repairs

Proprietor: Tony Bartucciotto

Ph/Fax 92493020

16 Capital Road Malaga WA 6090

Beach Road Tyres & More 

Automotive Repairs, Tyres Sales and Service, Suspension, Brakes.
Proprietor: Murray Dennis

Unit 3 1932 Beach Road
Malaga WA 6062

Master Smash Repairs

Insurance and Private 

Proprietors: Dale Morgan, Graham Dickson

Ph: 92494410 Fax: 92493377

Unit 1, 45 Truganina Rd Malaga WA 6090

HI PERFORMANCE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

16 CAPITAL ROAD MALAGA WA 6090

Tony Bartucciotto
PH/FAX 9249 3020

0412 190 460
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