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Pres’s pen

THE Goss

Well what a great start to the year we have had. Superb Perth weather and excellent locations was the
catalyst for positive turnouts to all events. The biggest was Waroona were 19 cars attended and the club
received a trophy for the 45th birthday of EH.
The only news from the ASR desk is that the run headquarters are holding the accommodation for us
until the end of May, after that they will start taking bookings from other parties.
On the membership front we have 62 financial & 20 unfinancial. Of which 75 are male, all but 4 have a
mobile phone, and 22 reside outside the metro area.
Ho hum, its budget month for both State and Federal and we can be fairly certain that firstly Eric Ripoff
and then Swany will not do car enthusiast any favours.

The average price of US light crude in the month of May has risen from $25 a barrel in 2002 to over
th
$126 on Friday 9 May.
In Perth the price of ULP jumped from just under 141c to 151c in 10 days last month and according to
theACCC Wednesday is the best day to fill up
On another front, it appears that there are serious implications to members who have vehicles that are
not fitted with seat belts. In a nut shell, passengers that ride in any vehicle that is not fitted with seat
belts MUST NOT occupy the front passenger seat under any circumstances. This makes it a bit hard for
those of us with commercials.
Road traffic code Reg 234 says Driver to ensure that passenger occupies position with
seat belt if available.
1.
The driver of a motor vehicle shall not cause or permit a passenger to occupy a position which is
not fitted with a seat belt unless every seat position with a seat belt fitted is occupied by another person.
2.
The driver of a motor vehicle with 2 or more rows of seats shall not cause or permit a passenger
to occupy a front seat position unless that passenger
A. occupies a position that is fitted with a seat belt; or
b. is restrained by a suitable child restraint
Road traffic code Reg 237 says Passenger to occupy position with seat belt.
1.
The driver of a motor vehicle shall not cause or permit a passenger to occupy a position which is
not fitted with a seat belt unless every seat position with a seat belt fitted is occupied by another person.
So you can have 5 bums on seats with seatbelts then chuck the rest of your mates in without a seatbelt?
Enjoy the read and we'll see you out there!
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Who needs any favours when the ever faster rises in crude prices are prompting the question are we
heading for a new oil crisis? Oil has been hitting new record highs virtually every day. Energy experts
and even OPEC ministers are now talking about $200 a barrel being increasingly likely in the not too
distant future.

MAIL BAG

The club gets heaps of mail and we have published just some. All mail received by the club is
answered. The club does not necessarily endorse point of views expressed in these letters. If you
would like to publish your letter or opinions in this newsletter please send in your mail.
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The ute is currently undergoing major restorations in terms of underbody
rust repairs (more air than metal) and is due to my panel beater in
Busselton early next month. I can highly recommend Little Industries in
Welshpool for underbody repairs (even if a little pricey) as their
service was excellent and Wayne kept me informed the whole way which is
saying something as I work away. Speaking of which, I won't be in town
for the Old Time Motor Show which I was really looking forwards to! Damn
trucks and roster changes!!!
Keryn Metcalf (Fred)
Hi
My name is Jonathan Ford and I own a EH station wagon. The car has been a
very slow project and it is almost complete. Where would I find a
mechanic who specialises in EH holdens ?
I need to get my :
1) Rubbers on the windows of the doors fitted;
2) A wiper motor and all the fittings plus installation, and
3) a general tune up.
Your assistance would be much appreciated.
Kind regards
Jonathan Ford
Jonathon,
One of the benefits of being in a car club is that we have our own
mechanical people that assist members with the small things like you are
wanting.
Looking at my records i see that you are not a member. I have attached the
latest application form for you.
As for a mechanic that specialises in EH's that is a hard one. Many
members inform me of who they recommend to major work, so if you can tell
me where you live then i may be able to assist you further.
Cheers,
Vera
PS glad to see a 'Ford person’ driving a real car!
Vera Thanks for your reply,
I live in Oakford, so anywhere south of the river would be nice, although
I am getting deperate to get on the road so any where in Perth would ok.
About the membership I would be happy to join so you should see my
membership application in the mail very soon. Is it alright to join if
your car is unlicensed ?
And I did consider putting my last name on the Number plate but I
think I it wouldn't look right.
Thanks
Jon
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Hi all
Thanks for keeping
appreciated.

CALENDAR
June
Sunday 22nd
AGM - Concession 404

One of the most important dates on the Club Calendar. So come along and meet
other club members and as we have said every year, any suggestions on Club
activities would be most welcome.

The venue is the Veteran Car Club rooms situated 265 Hale Road, Wattle Grove. UBD
page no.292 grid ref. A15.
Call Phil Elliott on 93905626 to confirm.
JULY
Christmas in July club dinner venue TBA
AUGUST
16th Beverly show and bon Fire night
SEPTEMBER
45th Birthday Cruise
OCTOBER
Merredin farm stay weekend
City Lights Night Cruise & Hamburger Hill
NOVEMBER
23rd - Rev Heads Show n' Shine
30th - GM OWNERS Day
DECEMBER
Drive inn night
Club Shown n' shine
Club Christmas party

President@ehcarclubwa.org.au

There will have a free sausage sizzle and softies while having a chinwag from 12
noon. The AGM will commence at 2.00 pm and all positions are up for election.

CLUB STUFF
FOR SALE

EH Club Merchandise
* Pens.
* Belt buckles.
* Polo shirts. (New style- see picture)
* Calendars (Vic Car Club).
* 40th Anniversary posters (A3: 420 x 297)
* Number plates
* Front Covers (A3 420 x 297)
* Rear Covers (A1 841 x 594)

One off Collectable stuff
The following items would look great
hanging in the pool room or the work
shop, not to mention next to the wedding
photo!
* Front covers A3 size for $25*
* Back covers A1 size for $60*
* 40th Anniversary A3 size for $15*
* plus postpak & postage
Does your favourite girl have those dull
and boring standard issue DPI plates?
Why not dress her up with a set of club
plates?
Plenty of numbers still available like 215,
225 etc...
E.H. Holden Car Club of Western Australia Inc
Po Box 751
South Perth W.A. 6951
e-mail : waehclub@iinet.net.au
www.members.iinet.net.au/~waehclub

A bargain at $250
Call (Treasurer) Phil on 9390 5626

EH Holden – 42 Years
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Call (Treasurer) Phil on 9390 5626

Classifieds
HOLDEN EH, windscreen & stainless trim $100 ono.
Blsbk. 9571-8043
HOLDEN EJ, sun visor, white with chrome fittings
$100.
Flort. 0439-387-807
HOLDEN Ferris, portable for EH-EJ, with key & lock
$400.
Sydney. 0413-324-608 or 9493-7695
HOLDEN EH Special, lic, needs restoring $3000.
Grnwd. 0407-420-383 or 0408-906-960
HOLDEN EH 1964, new interior, gd cond for age, must
sell, owner going o/seas $4500.
Cngtn. 0400-219-224
HOLDEN HR sedan, project, set up for V8 Chev,
extensive modifications, ex-show car, Thunderbolt,
needs new floor pans $3000 ono.
Bldvs. 0449-760-231
HOLDEN triple SU's, 1 3/4", orig XU1 manifold, needs
rebuild kit $650.
High Wycmbe. 0403-122-650

FOR SALE

HOLDEN EJ 1963, special, sedan, orig,
resprayed orig colour, bunyip beige & white, 138
grey motor, orig interior, drives nice, no work
needed, excel cond $7500 ono.
Sprwd. 0406-352-060 or 9418-5034
MICROFICHE with early Holden catalogues
$120.
Craigie. 9307-6068
HOLDEN EH Working top tailgate lock, with key,
for EH panel van - 13" x 7" rims to suit EH with HR
disc-brake front-end
Member Bill Larson 9844 7271
HOLDEN EH Genie Extractors to suit twin system
Aussie Desert Cooler 3 core aluminium radiator
Motor 186S with Yella Terra Head
Celica 5 speedHR Front end
EJ Bonnet Ornament
EJ Bench Seat
Gearbox and carburettor parts
Member John Nolan 0412 189 647

HOLDEN EJ 1962, wagon, olive over white, grey
motor, side louvres, std tyres, excel interior, in Sydney
but will transport to Pth, unlic $3500 ono. Mdgtn.
0413-324-608 or 9493-7695
HOLDEN EH sedan, 1964, unlic, suit restoration, 100%
complete, swap for lge 350cc or quad, pref Honda XR,
with cash diff, up to $5000 or sell $5000 ono.
Midland. 0419-754-517 or 9274-1239
HOLDEN EH 2 front drs, 2 rear drs, gd cond $100 ea,
wagon upper & lower tail gates, no rust, gd cond $100
ea, (2) w/screens $30 ea.
Ellnbk. 0403-579-317

If you have something to sell, or are after that hard-to-find bit,
contact John Nolan with the details. Club classifieds are free
for anyone with something “Holdenesque” to buy or sell.
Please note that “Wanted” requests will generally be accepted
for Club members only.
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FOR SALE

Wagon Alley!

Alison’s Daily Driver

100 Horses!

First Outing!

Flapping gums

Sedan Alley!

Kickin back

700,000 click Girl

Stealing Monaro Gas

A sh#t load of Horses!

Green Machine

One Colour Prem

SOAP BOX

For those members who are unfamiliar with the term, a soapbox is a raised platform on which one
stands to make an impromptu speech, often about a political subject. It is also used to express concerns
or to release frustration.
The term originates from when speakers would stand on a wooden box meant for holding soap. The
term is also used metaphorically to describe a person engaging in often flamboyant impromptu or
unofficial public speaking, as in the phrases "He's on his soapbox", or "Get off of your soapbox."
This soap box is more of a community announcement rather than a bitch session. People often contact
the club seeking recommendations for repairers, panel beaters or spray painters. We are reluctant to
give endorsements as we don't want it to come back and bite us later.
For many years now we have had this repairer listed in the Supplier's Page as they offer a club discount.
But you will notice that they have been replaced, after a discussion with members of the committee,
with another supplier.

To give you a recent example, our club president recently used them to fix all things suspension and
steering related in order to get her car ready for licencing under Concession 404. This took not one, but
two visits and a considerable amount of $$.
On inspection day, it became clear that the job was not done to the expected standard and this had the
potential to jeopardise the assessment. Luckily the defects were rectified then and there by the
mechanic whose hoist she was using and the car was passed.
The above example is not the first lot of negative feedback that the club has received from members
using this supplier. Yes you can get a discount but if the job is not up to what you expected, then what is
the point in saving a few bux when it will cost you later?
The next organisation that one should be wary of is Kosteki Engine Centre (KEC) in Malaga. Club
member John N had his 253 engine rebuilt buy them in 2006 and what he got back was a shoddy job. So
much so that he has had to strip the motor down again.
The first sign that things were not right was the standard of the paint job on the motor. I looked like a 2
year old had been given a spray can as it had more runs than an IPL twenty20 match. The next issue was
original rocker covers were missing, the thermostat housing was still 'original' (removing it also
revealed the lack of a gasket), as was the thermostat. These may be incidental items, but once the inlet
manifold was removed the true picture of a tardy job came to light as there were cracks in the manifold
and this has since been replaced.
So as we say in our Suppliers Section Caveat Emptor Let the buyer beware.

Www.ehasr.org.au

This was not done lightly, but we are of the opinion that the quality and standard of service from this
supplier has dropped off over the years and therefore this necessitated the removal of the ad.

BRICK LAYER

As a 17-year-old apprentice
bricklayer, Cooper purchased the
early 60s car as a pristine, oneowner vehicle and quickly
transformed it from its previous
sedate state into the wheelstanding,
V8-powered ‘Brickie,’ driving the
car to worksites and the local
dragstrips.
“I had actually put a deposit on a [Ford] GT Falcon, but my late dad, Ron, was a
detective sergeant in the Victorian Police Force and he suggested it was better to find
an old car and belt the crap out of it for 12 months while learning how to drive rather
than risk killing myself in the GT,” said Cooper.
“Thirty years on I’m still learning to drive and belting the crap out of it!”
Along with three Australian Championships (1986, ’93, ’95), Cooper and the
Bricklayer have won just about every major event in Australia, including 30 ANDRA
national series events.
“It’s been suggested to me that when I’m finished racing it should be put in a racing
museum, but I reckon I’m going to keep racing the Brickie until I die and then they’ll
have to bury me in it!”
In 1994, Cooper made a one-off appearance in the NHRA series at the 40th
Anniversary U.S. Nationals driving Australian Bernie Cunningham’s “Aussie” Nova.
Cooper made the H/SA class final and also went to the third round of eliminations.

Info@ehcarclubwa.org.au

Three-time Australian Super Sedan
Champion Graeme Cooper and his
infamous Bricklayer EH Holden
Premier station wagon celebrated
their 30th anniversary together in
Mid 2005

WEB CHAT

Hello All
Am i correct in saying that the EH ute timber floor in rear was brown and the 6 skid rails and the 3
inspection plates were the colour of the car? EH van timber floor was brown and the 6 skid rails and the
3 inspection plates were also brown?
Thanks in advance
Michael

Hi Michael,

Utes.
To the best of my knowledge both the skid rails and inspection plates are
brown as well. The reason for this is that GMH had a masking template that
fitted all the way around the board and was around two foot high. They
then sprayed the brown inside the template hence the brown all over. This
was done after the skid rails and inspection plates were fitted and is
evidenced by there being black under the skid rails and around the edge
under the inspection plates when removed from a mint ute.
Vans
I am not positive about vans but belief that it is likely the same process
was followed altough the closed area of a van my have dictated another
approach. I have checked with another guru on this subject as well and he
confirmed the ute process and stated that vans had the same treatment.
Just dont' have 100% certainty here sorry.
You have probably picked my sole weak point with regard to standard and
original EHs and that is the cargo compartments of commercials. I will
keep trying to remember and will email if I have any flashbacks so to
speak.
Hope this helps.
Regards
Darrell
Hello Darrell,
I can say with 100% certainty that vans had brown boards, skid rails and inspection plates, one of my
vans is 100% untouched and the best I have seen untouched.
The reason I got thinking about the utes is that upon removing the board in the rear I can see where the
strips were layed in the back and the outline of the body colour is there. This got me thinking that
because utes were body colour in the rear and vans were painted in colourflek in the rear that ute skid
rails were body colour?
This probably throws everyone's thoughts but seeing the outlines of the strips got me thinking.
Thanks Michael.
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Ok your question. The timber board is indeed brown in both ute and vans.

Hello Everyone
I am looking for advice and points of view.
I am trying to decide which of 3 engines to put in my Premier sedan.
I have a fully rebuilt 3.3 ltr black motor from a VK Commodore with the fuel injection.
I have a 3.8Ltr Ecotec V6 from a VS Commodore currently running in an old Volvo I have.
I also have a injected 5.0ltr V8 from a VT Commodore.
I am not sure which way to go at this stage. I have had the 3.3ltr tucked away for 4 years now but recently
came across the 5.0ltr. I know the V8 is more cost but that is ok. How much harder would it be to do the
V8 over the 6? I also feel with the V8 I am compromising the integrity of the car somewhat. The V6 is a
very strong motor that powers the Volvo beautifully but the old girls body is terrible so I might choose to
wreck it.

Another choice I need to make is if I go for the 6 should I fit the VK fuel injection or should I go for triple
webers, dellortos or SU's.
Thanks in advance for any advice.
John
Hi John,
What are you going to do with it? Race or street?
The V8 is a lot heavier and will probably affect your handling and
steering.
Personally, I'd sell all the motors and go for an earlier non-pollution
red motor and save all the pollution gear hassles. The V8 and V6 will
probably need a collapsible steering column, bigger brakes, demister,
and a chassis kit for the V8 at a minimum.
For normal street use a 179 or 186 with Commodore electronic dizzy, cam,
stage 3 head, exhaust and triple 1 3/4 SUs would get my money. It would be
thousands of dollars cheaper than a V8 or V6 and just as much fun if you
don't intend to race it. You could always get an early block machined to
take your black motor internals. I have always run SUs without any
trouble and got good economy and performance. The trick is to bite the
bullet and get a good set up (new?) rather than something old with worn,
leaky, throttle shafts.
Just my thoughts and there are probably plenty of people who
will disagree with me.
David
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Any thoughts, comments or ideas on this would be very welcome as it will help me in my choice. The 6
would run a trimatic and the V8 or V6 a TH700.

Suppliers

Malaga Springs &
Suspension Centre
U1/6 Oxleigh Drive, Malaga
Phone
9248 1130

RARE
PARTS
45 Welshpool Road,
PH: 08.9470.1117
Fax: 08.9470.4448

** Mention the club **

Jeff Clemens
Industrial Repairs
50 Preston St, Bunbury
Phone
9721 9073
VINCI CHROME

ALLIANCE RIM REPAIRS
64 Guthrie st, Osborne Pk
Phone
9242 8140

87 Holder Way, Malaga
Phone
9248 4200

Austnet Group
Insurance Brokers
Adam Roosendaal
Phone
9473 8619

CAR CHIEF COVERS

OBSOLETE RUBBER MATS

11 Duke St, Wannanup
Phone
9534 6011

Phone
0412 941 799
AH (03) 9317 8725

PO Box 2159 Seville Grove W.A. 6112

The following suppliers have been recommended by club members.
The EH Holden Car Club of WA Inc says Caveat Emptor!
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Above: Roger Staley seen here with the
Holden Lion outside of the
Michelangelo Hotel, Sandton,
Johannesburg.
Below: Mitch O’Brien may have done
some major damage to his chances for
‘Club Member of the Year’ after being
spotted with a Ford owner!

SPANNER LADS
(Concessional Licenses)
Mitch O’Brien
Gavin Mulcahy
VEHICLE REGISTRAR
Ray Westgarth (08) 9457 2444

Disclaimer.
The EH Holden Car Club of Western Australia or its members
are NOT responsible for the truth or accuracy of any
articles or advertisements appearing in this news letter

Brookton Old Time Motor Show 2008

